
Belize 2008 ï South Wales Caving Club 

 
1 

 

S O U T H  W A L E S  C A V I N G  C L U B  

 

BELIZE 2008 
REPORT OF THE CAVING EXPEDITION TO THE TOLEDO 

DISTRICT OF BELIZE, CENTRAL AMERICA. 
February-March 2008 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Belize 2008 ï South Wales Caving Club 

 
2 



Belize 2008 ï South Wales Caving Club 

 
3 

 

A B S T R A C T   

 
This was the biggest expedition we have mounted to the region so far, involving ten 

members over five weeks. 

Major extensions were made to Pueblo Creek Cave, including the massive Lobster 

Chamber. 

Teams also reached features and sites deep in the jungle covered mountains, which 

had eluded previous trips. 

Many sites were visited with information and contacts that will be invaluable to future 

teams. 

 

 

THANKS 

We would like to express our gratitude for all the assistance received from: 

The Sports Council for Wales 

Bruno Kuppinger; Sun Creek Lodge 

Belize Department of Archaeology 

Cotton Tree Lodge 

BTIA; Toledo branch 

The Choco Family  

And all our guides, drivers and truck owners. 
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Foreword 

 
This is the report of an expedition to find, explore and survey caves in Belize, involving 
10 members over 5 weeks between February and March 2008. 
 
It has been the culmination of 4 previous trips to the area made since 2001 by 
members of South Wales Caving Club; each trip has grown in size and success with 
increasing experience. The initial inspiration for discovering huge caves in a tropical 
environment occurred whilst lying in the crawl in Daren Cilau, knowing there must be 
something better in life. 
 
Initially four members set out to attempt to make the final arrangements for 
accommodation, vehicles and guiding, as well as walking some trails to check that it 
would be possible to reach the objectives. Experience has shown this to be essential, 
as communication to those we want to be in contact with is difficult. Those we can 
communicate with are often commercial operators and not always the best people to 
use whilst in the field. Also we find that things can change rapidly, even in the villages, 
with reliable guides moving away, deciding they donôt want to work, or vehicles being 
crashed on drunken nights out. 
 
One week later the main part of the expedition arrived and by then we had a number of 
guides and sites of interest in several of the Indian villages. We had also worked out 
the logistics required to get teams to the main objectives, so things progressed rapidly 
from here. 
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Expedition Aims 

 
Primary aims 

 To continue the exploration of the Pueblo Creek cave found in 2006 

 To get a team to the remote Esperanza camp, to attempt to follow the course of 
the Central River/ Rio Grande. 

 
Secondary aims 

 To explore Roaring River within Tiger cave. 

 To continue exploring other caves reported by locals or the authorities 

 To continue development of responsible local cavers and the development of 
links to support future expeditions. 
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Belize 2008 Expedition Members 
 

Alan Braybrooke 

  

5 previous caving expeditions to Belize. 
15 years caving experience across the UK and caving expeditions 
to Spain. Member of Cave Rescue team, South Wales and 
Shropshire caving clubs.  
Teacher of Outdoor Education 
 

Andy Lewington 

 

Caver for 29 years 
CIC, Outdoor Instructor (MIC). BCA LCLMA Trainer/Assessor 
Member of Gagendor caving club. CCC Equipment Officer 
Caved in ï UK, Ireland, France, Spain, Thailand, China, Mexico, 
New Mexico, Sardinia 
Interests in cave photography and ecology. 
 

Brendan Maurice 

    

Caver for 10 years 
Cave photographer 
Caved in UK, Ireland, Greece, Mallorca and Lebanon 
Member of South Wales Caving Club 
 
 
 

Gary Evans 

 

Caver for 23 years, working as an Indoor/Outdoor Trainer. CIC, 
Outdoor Instructor & Technical Advisor. LCLMA Trainer/Assessor. 
Cave Rescue Warden & Underground Controller. 
Advanced First Aid Trainer & Assessor. 
Significant amount of UK caving experience & European caves 
with expeditions to Belize in 2002, 2006 and 2008. 
Regularly involved in UK cave exploration (digging). 
Member of South Wales Caving Club (SWCC). 
 

Nicky Bayley 

 
 

Significant caving experience, over 23 years in UK and France.  
2 expeditions to Northern Spain, and 3 to Meghalaya (NE. India) 
Member of the Cave Rescue Team 
Skills in underground video and photography 
Member of South Wales Caving Club, Royal Forest of Dean 
Caving Club, and Cerberus Speleological Society 

Paul Craddy 

 
 

I have been caving for many years now, but had yet to cave 
outside the UK. So the opportunity to explore new caves in Belize 
was too tempting. Belize is a fantastic country, with very friendly 
people and the caving was outstanding, particularly the exploration 
of Pueblo Creek, which was one of the most exhilarating 
experiences. An amazing experience in a fantastic country. I cant 
wait to get back and see whatôs at the end of Pueblo 
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Phil Walker 

 

Caver for 14 years, member of SWCC and SBSS  
Expeditions to Spain and France. 
3 Previous expeditions to Belize (2001, 2004, 2006) 
Photographer & Cave Photographer 

Rich Hudson 

 
 

Caving for 22 years with expeditions to Mexico, China, USA and 
loads of places in Europe and now Belize. 
Qualified Cave Diver with the Northern Section of the CDG. 
Assistant underground controller with the UWFRA. 
Member of the YSS as it has a set of handy bunks next to the 
Helwith Bridge. 

 

Russ Brooks 

 
 

 
Experienced Caver both in UK and abroad 

Toby Dryden 

 
 

Significant caving within the UK for the last 30 years. 
Soldier Development Instructor with the British Army 
Cave Rescue Warden  
Expeditions to Belize in 2002 and 2006 
Regularly involved in UK cave exploration (digging) 
Member of South Wales Caving Club (SWCC) 
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Belize: The Country and its Caves 

 
Belize, formerly British Honduras, is a small English speaking country, approximately 
the same size as Wales. Lying on the East of the Central American mainland, dwarfed 
by its Spanish-speaking neighbours of Mexico, Guatemala and Honduras. 
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Prior Exploration 
 
Our attention has generally been focused upon the Toledo district in Southern Belize; 
this area has in the past suffered from extremely poor links to the rest of the country. 
However, the Landrover road and occasional unplanned canoe crossings are in the 
past and only a few miles of the Southern Highway are awaiting tarmac.  
The poor links had made it an awkward district to access so the caving potential had 
not been developed, as in some of the central districts. 
 
Being only a short flight from the USA, there is a history of many trips to Belize, though 
little published information. The same names appear. 
Also with the cavesô importance to the Ancient Maya, there has been much exploration 
of caves by archaeologists, so gaining information about locations can be difficult 
though they have less interest in active systems. 
 
Our expedition followed a trip by Irish cavers, who shared their contacts, allowing us to 
survey a cave they had explored. 
 
As the internet develops, information is continually increasing in volume.  
 
By SWCC; 

 In 2001, 3 cavers visited and surveyed several caves, between San Jose and San 
Pedro Columbia 

 In 2002, 5 cavers returned to Columbia, though success was limited by Hurricane 
Iris, which had devastated the area after the 2001 trip, (no one had mentioned this to 
us in our preparation.) 

 In 2004, 2 members joined 3 other cavers based at the British Army camp at the 
airport, explored several caves across the country. 

 In 2006 we returned 7 cavers, basing ourselves at Columbia again, mapping the 
major Champon Cave, though a very wet dry season made some trails impassable, 
limiting our exploration. Following a request by the department of archaeology we 
visited the village of Pueblo Viejo, where Trekforce had identified some sites. The 
first site visited was Pueblo Creek Cave; a pitch descended showed no evidence of 
prior exploration and a major cave followed. Exploration finished when at the limits of 
the available time a huge log jam was climbed and we could look down on the open 
passage continuing below. 
Persistent rain delayed the departure of the planned trip to the Central River sink, 
Esperanza Camp. Poor quality trails slick with mud along with huge packs made 
going slow, though we got within 2km of the objective. Losing the trail, an unplanned 
and uncomfortable bivvy with no water was followed by abandoning caving kit and a 
retreat. A cave was found, Lagonita, though we only used this as a water source as 
things were still a bit grim on the survival side of things. 
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Esperanza and Columbia reserve area 

 
Back in 2001 with the poor maps we had then, the indication of the Central River 
sinking deep in the jungle was a tantalising prospect. It caused us to relocate to San 
Pedro Columbia, locally called just Columbia. From there we were able to investigate 
caves associated with two underground watercourses.  
 
We were concentrating on The Rio Grande, which we believe to be the resurgence of 
the Central River and also, the Columbia River, that we believe, features in several 
caves to the West though we do not know of its main sink. 
 
Columbia River; in 2001 we visited the resurgence, a huge mushrooming of water in a 
pool, though a small hole to one side of the pool dropped into a less intimidating sump. 
Also high on the hill we descended an 80m shaft with a large sump at the end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rio Grande; we were given basic directions by locals, to where the river started, 
eventually finding Bat Cave, a large but not extensive resurgence cave. A short 
distance away is Tiger Cave. 
Over the following years we continued to prospect around the area, finding small 
caves, more often confirming where there were none! 
In 2006 we did reach as far as Champon Cave, a major cave on the Central/Rio 
Grande system, an active river cave that is also a wet season resurgence. 
We also started progressing towards Esperanza camp where the Central River sinks. 
Unfotunately, we were hampered by the after effects of Hurricane Iris; lost and blocked 
trails, locals abandoning outlying farms and the caves they knew in those areas, 
followed by the growth of an impenetrable undergrowth layer, where previously you 
could walk between huge trees. 
These attempts were beaten by the distances, heat and lack of water but we got closer 
every time, to within 2km in 2006. 
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2008 1st Attempt            
 
Sunday 2nd of March            Gary, Al and Phil 
 
With reaching Esperanza camp as a main objective we set out to walk the trail as part 
of the set up phase of the trip, before the main party arrived. 
Three members, Gary, Al and Phil set out with three guides on Sunday the 2nd of 
March. Ominous clouds above the hills threatened, and we had to ford a previously dry 
river, now flowing busily from the mouth of Champon cave. Soon after this the rain 
started, a torrential cloudburst that continued for hours at a time over the following two 
days until there was not a part of our bodies that was dry and few things in our packs 
not soggy. Absolutely filthy it later became quite chilly too and we regretted our 
decision to lighten packs of stoves and pans. 
At our campsite the guides identified that the route finding problems were due to illegal 
Chatte leaf cutting, so instead of one clear trail, the deep jungle was now criss-crossed 
with small paths, which often led nowhere. 
More heavy rain on day 2 with the trail crossing steep hillsides, it become extremely 
treacherous, though below us we saw a ólost worldô of huge limestone cliffs and 
massive depressions. 
We reached Esperanza at lunchtime, after a lucky GPS fix enabling us to re-orientate 
our guides. 
Following the river down, the hoped for cave didnôt materialise, with the river simply 
disappearing into the riverbed and bank. The undergrowth was so dense here that we 
could have stood right next to a cave and not known. The guides who had been 
confident about caves there on day 1 were now very reticent and the situation started 
to feel a little tenuous as our bodies were suffering after 36 hours of rain. 
On the walk back we entered a small rift cave above the massive depression, finding 
some nice pottery and Jute shells but little else. 
The trail also ran by a shaft that, once we managed to find a rock (not an easy task), 
passed the test by producing several seconds of silence followed by a resounding 
boom and a good rumble into the distance. 
Another soggy camp, then the long walk home, leaving the black clouds over the hills 
and baking in the sun on the white roads. 
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2nd Attempt 
 
We sent two guides in to cut good trails to Cumbres, with the hope that without being 
held up by looking after us they could travel faster and find the correct trails. Cumbres 
was an area of massive dolines we had heard of many times but never managed to 
visit. 
 
The day after, Rich, Andy, Brendan and Nicky went in with a third guide, hoping to 
meet up with Edwin and Ramon at Champon Cave. The plan worked - the trail was 
found and open. 

 
 
Jungle bash to Cumbres   
 
Thur 13 March 2008              Nicky, Rich, Brendan, Andy 

Guides: Edwin, Ramon, Marcello 
 

Up at 4.30 am, almost before the chickens! and started walking with Marcello at 5.30. 
On the walk Brendan spotted a deadly Coral snake in the dry river bed that the guide 
must have nearly trodden on. Three hours later we reached our first watering hole, a 
known cave called Champon, where Edwin and Ramon were waiting for us. There was 
just time to re-fill water bottles, before setting off again, reaching the next stop, 
Lagonita Cave at about 1pm. This was a cave that had been a lifesaver for the 
previous expedition in 2006, when the way was lost in the jungle on route to 
Esperanza. The team managed to get back to this known water supply, but didn't have 
the energy to investigate it. Camp was set up not far away, and we then went into the 
cave to explore. The entrance had a noticeably cool draft, which was encouraging. 
Approximately 200m into the cave was a small drip pool, just beyond which there was a 
climb and a short pitch, dropping onto a steeply sloping mud bank into deep water 
stretching ahead out of sight. Having come all this way, carrying all our camping gear, 
rope and rigging kit, we had no proper caving clothing, and more importantly no 
buoyancy. We surveyed the cave to the top of the climb, and went back out for 
something to eat, and some well earned rest. 

The fireflies put on a good display but the night was quite cold, and despite feeling as 
though I had not slept a wink, I managed to miss the only event of the night when a 
large beast, probably a tapir came storming through the middle of the camp tearing up 
trees and rampaging (allegedly!) 

 
Fri 14 March 2008 
 

At first light we set off walking to an area called Cumbres, where from aerial surveys, 
there was evidence of 3 large depressions. The guides managed to take us to 2 of 
them, but although looking extremely impressive, with 100m cliff faces, there was no 
significant cave formation. One of the depressions did have the remains of an old wall 
built around the base, which was presumably Mayan. 
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Lagonita Resurgence Cave 
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Gibnut Skull Cave.  
The guides came across another entrance along the trail, with a sloping mud floor 
leading down to a section of dry fossil passage about 200m long with many bats, and 
the skull of a Gibnut. We were suitably shocked at the size of the skull of this giant rat, 
and decided we wouldn't like to meet one defending its territory underground. The 
entrance was GPSôd, but the cave was of little interest, and remains unsurveyed.  
 
The next stop was a shaft that had been GPSôd by the others as they passed to 
Esperanza. They had no ropes, so it had been left undescended. Rich rigged our 60m 
rope to a conveniently placed thread, and the rest of us settled down to rest our feet for 
a moment. Just as Rich was gingerly testing his weight on the rock thread, there was a 
loud gunshot which ricocheted around the forest, and excited shouts from the guides, 
one of whom had bagged a "jungle chicken". We gathered around to take a look 
expecting a pheasant-like bird, and were somewhat shocked to see him proudly 
holding out a beautiful green, but rather dead looking parrot. Having established the 
fact that he could descend the pitch without fearing for his life, Rich carried on, and 
disappeared from view, to return a short while later reporting that there were further 
drops, and he'd run out of rope. We called the shaft Dead Parrot Pot packed up and 
set off again to collect more water from a tiny spring at Tigres Camp, and then slogged 
back to camp for ration packs and parrot supper (that looked and tasted like chicken). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sat 14 March 2008 
 

We made another alpine start in the morning, and managed to get all the way back to 
Columbia by midday, stopping off at the coke shop for drinks and Pringles. The others 
had all gone to PG to collect Paul Craddy, and we spent the rest of the day washing, 
reading Harry Potter and cooked up some corned beef hash from the mountain of 
unnecessary supplies brought from the UK.       

(Nicky) 
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Tiger Cave 
 
Well known to locals, and easily found beyond the Rio Grande resurgence, which we 
believe to be the resurfacing Central River, sinking at Esperanza and probably 
encountered again at Champon Cave. 
 
First entered by Phil and Alan in 2001, nearly 1km was surveyed before a length of 
static line was found on a climb, beyond this point they continued until they reached a 
static sump containing large Catfish. On return to the UK, Phil managed to track down 
the original surveyors, who provided us with a survey and some information about other 
sites visited in the mid 80ôs.  
 
In 2002 the team returned, descending an unpleasant pitch that led to a lower series of 
sumps. A series of canals were crossed to get to the Roaring River, the subterranean 
Rio Grande. Exploration at that time was limited, as entering the water looked a very 
serious prospect. In 2006 we had hoped to be able to bolt along and keep out of the 
main flow, the surprise that time was being able to drive to the cave entrance due to the 
construction of a hydroelectric scheme. No one thought that we would be interested in 
this. 
The plans for the scheme were to dam the water above the cave, diverting it from its 
underground course and through the turbine, we decided to save the effort involved in 
exploring the river until it was a dry walk! 

 
In the past we had used Tiger cave to acclimatise to the heat found underground in 
Belize. On their first full day in the field the main part of the team visited the cave. With 
the prospect of unexplored cave waiting the other side of a cooling swim the team were 
soon off. 
 
 

 
Tourist trip around the dry series 
 
Tue 4 March 2008            Nicky, Rich, Andy, Russell, Toby, Brendan and Bruno 

 
Toby and Brendan were taking photos in the large jungle entrance chamber. Whilst 
Brendan was visiting the outside world, Toby sat with his light off and noticed a glow. 
Thinking it was a dropped item he went to investigate and found it to be a beetle larvae. 
We exited the cave to wait for the other part of the team who we had sent up the rope 
climb. They reappeared a couple of hours later after being up Roaring River, with tales 
of exploration!     

(Toby) 
 

Roaring River                                                    Nicky, Rich, Andy, Russell and Bruno 

 
On reaching the start of the stream way, we found the water levels were lower, and 
progress could easily be made in the stream. Upstream led to climb and then a sump 
after approx. 100m, while downstream a few long swims led to a split in the 
passageway. In the upstream passage a large net was spotted high up the wall - 
evidence of the large amount of water that used to flow down this passage (and still 
can - see 16th). Taking the left hand fork took us to small cascade, where we called it a 
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day, and headed out, quite satisfied with 350m of surveying. Not bad for our first day. 
Meanwhile, Toby had found a luminous millipede whilst sitting in the dark holding a 
flashgun. Brendan had managed to capture the creature on the camera. Despite being 
a bit chilly in all that water, Bruno had enjoyed himself immensely saying it was "the 
most adventurous thing" he had ever done in Belize. He then shared his picnic with us 
and after the previous night's meal of "green" and a breakfast of porridge, we wolfed it 
down telling him he could come again anytime.    

(Nicky, Andy) 

 
 
Wed 12 March 2008          Nicky, Russell, Andy and Rich 
 
We headed back down Tiger Cave to continue the exploration of Roaring River. 
Downstream from where we had left off, there was a waterfall inlet, which Andy just 
about managed to climb up, reporting it led to another swim and climb/cascade (still an 
open lead). The climb needed a rope to negotiate safely, so the inlet was not explored 
further. A little way on we reached the expected sump. The right hand lead, where the 
downstream passage split was surveyed for approx 100m to another sump, and a 
further pretty side passage to a perched sump. The rock was really brittle and 
extremely sharp, and most of us sustained cuts to shins and hands when footholds 
suddenly gave way. Exited the cave and sat in the sun till Toby arrived 

(Nicky, Andy) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sun 16 March 2008       Al, Paul, Toby, Phil 
 
Plans to climb the waterfall were halted, when on arriving and calling in to see Jeff at 
the office, we found that the turbines had been shut down for maintenance. With the 
water rapidly reaching towards the limit of the reservoir before it overflows into the 
cave, we decided that we would rather leave the climb for the future and have a future 
ourselves. Apparently it spends most of the wet season using the overflow as well as 
the turbine route. 
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San Jose 
 
This was the first area visited by Phil and Al back in 2001, with limited success, though 
one cave, locally called Gibnut Cave, was explored. Two pitches were descended, at 
the lowest point of the cave running water was heard beyond a mud bank, alone and 
too hot it has not been followed up. This may be the highest point that the Columbia 
system has been encountered? 

 
 

Edward Central 
 
During the set up phase Toby and Gary had met Emraguildo in San Antonio, he 
claimed to have a friend who had recently found some caves while out hunting. 

 
 
Wed 5th March 2008              Al, Rich, Nicky, Russ 
 
After two stops to fill the vehicle with water we were dropped on the trail with a 
maximum of 45minute walk to San Jose, an hour and a half later we were very grateful 
of the cup of tea we received at Valentinoôs house. 
The trail took us out on a route past Union camp and on towards Edwards central, on 
the way we past a 15m shaft next to the trail. After our interest in this cave Valentino 
remembered more caves nearby. Rich entered one though it did not continue far. 
 
We were surprised when our jungle trail appeared on a logging road, when our guides 
became a little sheepish as it would have been possible to get a vehicle to where we 
were thinking it was going to a be a remote camp. Instead we found a logging camp of 
a dozen men and a Belize Army patrol all camped in the same area, making it feel very 
busy.  
It seemed the guides had planned a nice jungle experience for us as tourists, not what 
we had been expecting! Long chats over the campfire seemed to let them know what 
we were after, we hoped. 
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Thur 6 March 2008                Al 
 

Retreated early due to injury, managing to get a lift with Mr Yung who ran the logging 
camp, gathering bits of information on the caves in the area. Eventually hobbled back 
to base and got on with a busy exped, sitting in a hammock. 
 
 

Nicky, Rich, Russell 
Guides: Valentino, Emraguildo 

 
Our guide Valentino took us to 2 large depressions relatively close to the sawmill. The 
first location looked really promising, but as we got down to the rock face, it was plain 
to see that there was no cave. Valentino pointed out the ruined remains of a Mayan fire 
oven, and we saw a rather timid tarantula. The second site was little better, and had a 
small burial chamber with some Mayan finger bones on a low stone altar. There was an 
abundance of fossilized stal on rock overhangs. A large silt floored chamber led to a 
mud slope, which was too steep to descend without a rope. A continuation couldn't be 
ruled out without another visit with equipment, but it didn't look too promising.  

(Nicky) 
 
 
They all appeared late in the evening looking very tired and dishevelled having had a 
lift for several hours on the top of a lorry load of roughly sawn timber, splinters aplenty. 
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Monday 10th March          Al, Phil, Nicky, Brendan 
 
With the intention of following up some of the leads in the area we set out at 6am with 
Stephen and his truck on loan from Rob at the Big Falls lodge. 
Stopping twice on the loggers road, bulldozed last year, from Jimmy Cut to Edward 
Central. Memories of original expeditions, faffing about with poor information, where 
you could be standing next to a cave and still not spot it. 
We located some small muddy sinks, then on the next stop, luckily, a hunter came by 
who confirmed the cave mentioned was Gibnut cave explored in 2001, but never 
GPSôd, though another 45 minutes we left it for the future. 
Our main objective was going back along the trail towards San Jose and a shaft we 
had walked past previously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ego Pot 
 
Descended to the end of the rope weôd carried, quickly, Stephen fetched a spare rope 
from the truck, going there and back in the time it took us to go one way, without 
breaking a sweat! 
 
18m pitch from surface.  Small hole at bottom cleared of flood debris, leads to body 
sized tube.  Appearing to be all one large rift a 15m free climb continues down the rift to 
loose platform over continuation of rift.  This was not descended being narrow with 
some very threatening boulders above.  Approx 20m further down could be seen but it 
appears too narrow. 

(Phil) 
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Santa Elena/ Santa Cruz 

 
6th March    Toby, Brendan, Andy, Gary, Phil 

Guides: Elitario and son 
 
Up at 6.00am and off to Santa Cruz to find a guide. He took us down from Santa Cruz, 
across the river Rio Blanco and on up towards the narrow valley with the stone path, an 
old logging road towards Blue Creek. The cave was up on the hill on the left and was 
called Rock Path and/or Rock Patch Cave. Approx 1 hour 30 from Santa Cruz. 
 
 

Soldier cave 
 
Brendan climbed up the back wall into a ólongô cave that didnôt go anywhere. 

 
 
Rocky Patch Cave 
 
Very old cave full of crumbling stal and curtains.  Minor bits of pottery. 
Cave recently explored by Keith Prufer and Wichita University.  Survey stations marked 
throughout cave and reflectors can be followed for an obvious route through the cave. 
Second entrance found beyond Gour Pool, with pottery bowl. Andy climbed a rift by the 
second entrance that led into further passage with no way on.  
 
On the way back we checked out the sink nearby, Brendan and Gary spent half an 
hour crawling around in some immature cave passages with small bats flying around 
them. 

(Phil, Andy, Gary) 
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Salamanca 

 
 

Black Creek / Patrickôs Cave 
 
Sat 8 March 2008           Nicky, Rich, Russell, Andy, Al 

Guide: Emraguildo 

 
Our guide Emraguildo had promised to take us to a large river cave not far off the road 
to the sawmill. The route through the jungle down into the entrance shake hole was 
very overgrown with brambles, and it took a great deal of hacking and sharpening of 
machetes before we reached the bottom. Sure enough, there was a large river cave at 
the bottom. Al confirmed that this was a site that had already been visited a couple of 
years ago, but was not surveyed. Al knew the cave as "Patrick's Cave" named after the 
guide who showed them the entrance, whilst Emraguildo called it "Black Creek Cave" 
The steep entrance led down to a couple of hundred metre section of river cave 
between 2 sumps. The cave was surveyed and location gps'd.  

(Nicky) 

 
 
The Underground River Columbia 
 
16th March 

 
We had stopped to talk with Patricio, in Salamanca, on a previous journey through the 
village. As a recommended local guide with good knowledge of the jungle, we had 
heard about him over several years. He had talked of a window into the river below, 
with the standard story of logs being put in there to transport them to the Columbia 
River and the Sea. This was close to the village just up a side branch of the dry river 
bed. 
When we turned up to visit this site though, he was injured and not keen on leading, so 
this lead remains! 
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Pueblo Viejo Area 
 
The village of Pueblo Viejo lies towards the extreme end of the road at the end of 
Belize so feels very remote. The road does continue a short way further towards the 
border, though the crossing, which is uncontrolled, has to be completed on foot and is a 
popular route for local Belizeans to take advantage of cheaper goods from Guatemala. 
In 2006 we were asked to visit some sites in this area to follow up some cave sites 
identified by Trekforce, a British organisation who had been doing some work in the 
area. 
 
The first trip led to a very impressive River Arch, which was quite impressive in its own 
right, though dwarfed by the Pueblo Creek Cave around the corner, described 
separately. Higher up the river, which is dry for long sections in the dry season, were 
several waterfalls, with some small cave features around them. 
 
There was also much talk of a cave 45 minutes from the village, which had contained 
many artefacts, removed by the Army, and with a bottomless pit at the back. An attempt 
to reach this was thwarted when the guide admitted he didnôt know the way two hours 
in, when we were enjoying the view from the top of a hill. On the way back some small 
caves and a short shaft were explored. 
 
 
Several sites were explored in this area as we managed to develop some excellent 
guides. 

 
 
Pueblo Quarry Cave 
 
1st March  
 
The cave is about 200 metres further down the hill from the actual quarry, following the 
obvious path.   
Small limestone pinnacle / hill on the right hand side contains small entrance 2m high, 
visible from the path. 
Cave is low stooping passage for approx 30 metres to a fork.  Right terminates after 
another 10 metres, left continues over small holes to an ascending low crawl, heading 
to surface. 
A few small crawls and rifts unexplored but nothing of note to pursue further. 
Minor formations and a lot of Gibnut tracks.     

(Phil) 
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45 Minute Cave / Jaguar Print Cave / Pueblo Cave 
 
5th March        Phil, Andy, Brendan and Toby 
 
This cave is well known to the locals and tourist operators, most often referred to as 
óthe shaftsô in the jungle or with references to a bottomless pit. 

  
Impressive entrance leads to 2 conjoined chambers.  All contain very old stals. 
Small crawl / climb up leads to another chamber with pitch.  Locals believe it was never 
descended due to the óJaguarô that was alleged to be stuck at the bottom. 
Obvious boss 2 metres back for rigging.  Pitch is approx. 20 metres split by a ledge.  
Although no obvious evidence of previous exploration, the boss appears to have rope 
marks. 
At bottom of 20m pitch is smaller pitch of 18m. At the base of the shaft is a small grovel 
through a choke, but there was no draught and it did not look promising.    

(Phil) 
 

British Army Cave 
 
5th March            Phil, Andy, Brendan and Toby 
 
Locals refer to this as cave that pottery was removed from, and the one containing a 
Jade Figurine (although long gone). 
Below the main entrance is a smaller rock shelter, often used as campsite. 
The Main entrance is approx 10m higher.  Small crawl leads to a number of 
interconnected chambers, approx 100m in total.     

(Phil) 
  

Big Cave 
 
5th March            Phil, Andy, Brendan and Toby 
 
Large but short cave with lots of Calcite formations. Took photos.  

(Andy) 

 
Shaft near Pueblo Creek 
 
8th March             Phil, Gary, Toby, Brendan, Andy, Onarato 
 
Approx 20 metres from main Pueblo Creek entrance. Short crawl leads almost 
immediately to steep slope down.   
Slope can be free climbed with care. Approx 5 metres with 2m free hang at bottom.  
Small chamber at the bottom with no way on. 
 
Above top of climb is exposed traverse too a loose platform above the pitch.  A smaller 
chamber is visible across an even more exposed traverse. Possible drop / pitch visible 
but not promising.          

(Phil, Gary) 
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Toucan Cave 
 
8th March 
 
Massive impressive cliff face contains large rock shelter, very old pottery present. 
Narrow to small crawl at the bottom, which soon becomes boulder choke. 
Choke emerges into large decorated chamber.  Approx 200m in total. 
Rock shelter well known, but appeared that no one had ever been past the boulder 
choke.  

(Phil, Gary) 
 
9th March          Al, Toby 
 
Surveyed cave. 
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PV Sinks 
 
12th March 
 
Swiss Cheese 
Largish sinks with 2 parallel shafts.  Lot of bats, 2nd shaft undescended but all appears 
to be same hole 

(Phil) 
Tree Cave 
100m+ network of low crawls.  Nothing of any interest and no obvious way on.  
Evidence of digging near the entrance 

(Phil) 
Fig Tree Cave 
Approx 222m in total.  Small stream cave with 3 entrances and would appear to be very 
active in wet season.  Small side passage near entrance opens to small chamber with 
very clean washed tube into 4m pitch.  Possibly free climbable, Undescended, worth a 
look if in the area again. 

(Phil) 
Fig Tree Cave II 
Not far from first cave, unexplored.  Guide states 15 minutes walking inside.  

(Phil) 
Rock Shelter Cave 
Very large cave, 50 m high at least but ends round the corner with a second entrance.  
Some evidence of pottery. 
Large rock shelter round the corner 

(Phil) 
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Pueblo Creek cave 

The discovery of this cave was one of the highlights of the 2006 trip; a team of four 
hitched a lift out to the village of Pueblo Viejo. Then faced with the challenge of getting 
to the site, despite having 10 figure grid references, finding the correct trails through the 
Milpas are near impossible. After some time wandering the start of various paths, a boy 
from one of the farms, Alexandro, took us to the dry river. From there the cave entrance 
was easily located. 
Though the initial discoverers were frustrated by a pitch a short way in, a second team 
returned, rigged this and started surveying the massive flood system below. 
The final trip into this cave in 2006 involved the whole team, who continued as far down 
stream as time allowed, progress being slowed by the amounts of standing water 
encountered and limited flotation available. Eventually we were halted by a jumble of 
tree trunks leaving us suspended 30 feet above the floor with the cave echoing into the 
distance. 

 
A main objective of the 2008 trip was continuing the exploration of this cave, probably 
involving camping at or in the cave, as it is nearly a 2-hour journey by truck and walk 
from base. 
Two teams visited the cave on the 9th of March. Nicky Andy and Brendan were heading 
to a large chamber with a surveying and photography mission. 
A second team of Rich, Russ and Gary were going to continue to the limit of 
exploration and continue surveying from there, this team set up camp at the entrance 
allowing them to use all the time they wished. 

 
 
Sun 9 March 2008        Nicky, Brendan and Andy 
 
Objective: to photograph and survey the large chamber at the previous limit of 
exploration (2006). 
A short wade through a stagnant pool led to another collapsed shake hole, and the 
imposing mouth of the cave. Creamy coloured rock merged with slippery Moonmilk, 
and you were never sure which was underfoot. A hundred metres or so of this was 
followed by a 60 ft free hanging pitch, which dropped into an impressive chamber with 
a waterfall. Following this was an extremely unpleasant wade/swim through a foul 
smelling pool which bubbled underfoot as you sank down into the soft mud below, 
whilst fending off floating logs on the surface. From here on the cave grew to grandiose 
proportions, and after a few long swims beneath massive black tree trunks wedged 
menacingly in the roof, we reached the "chamber of enormity" This was really just an 
extremely large dry bend in the passage which swept around to rejoin the stream way 
below. We took some photos, had a scout around, and took some measurements 
rather hurriedly, as we were cutting it short on our return meet time with Toby and Al. 

(Nicky) 
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Gary, Russ and Rich 
 
We made good progress to the previous limit reached in 2006 and then pushed on. The 
previous log jam had diminished and the passage continued as a set of circular 
chambers with deep water in. The route included some tricky climbs and a descending 
pitch. Eventually we broke through into a major chamber ï Lobster Chamber, named 
after the lobster we encountered immediately as we crossed the entrance pool. 
 
It just got bigger and bigger and Russ and I were over-excited as we dashed through 
the cave, leaving Rich exploring a large ascending side passage. After meeting up 
again, the 3 of us decided to go a short distance into the large passage beyond the 
chamber and then survey back. We could only take a line survey through the chamber 
and undertook a full survey through the pots. 
 
We left it as an open lead in stonking walking river passage. The surveying was slick 
and steady, if a little slow. Some of the climbs back up became interesting ï especially 
when Rich broke the only hold off one climb, leaving me to scrabble my way up after 
him with his help up at the top. 
 
We were out at 8.40pm, tired and very pleased. After an entertaining time sorting out 
Russôs hammock, we finally got to sleep around 10.30pm 

(Gary) 


